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Option 2. Social Media and Medicine 

Position 2 encourages medical professionals to separate their personal online present 

from their professional.  In order to maintain a consistent professional appearance across the 

medical fields throughout the states, there are recommended practices.  These recommendations 

help the medical professional to set boundaries between their professional and personal lives.  

The medical professional personal interests may conflict with their professional setting.  In this 

case, it shows how important it is to maintain a separate personal from their professional spheres.  

This leads to another point, medical professional and patient relationship.  For a medical 

professional with privilege information, should take great care to maintain a distance with the 

patient.  Laws can be violated if fails to adhere to the patient’s privacy.  By accepting a friend 

request from Facebook may lead to unintentional information leaks.  The medical professional 

should know how to present the information online in different formats, personal and 

professional spheres. 

I do see merits to the recommended guidelines for medical professionals.  There should 

be recommended standards for medical professionals.  People’s lives are at risk.  The image of 

professionalism should be presented to help build confidence to the general public.  I can see 

problems when medical professionals are forced to keep their professional and personal spheres 

separate.  They are human and trying to make good judgement calls.  Being human comes with 

making mistakes, at least limit them.  A good amount of medical professionals are not digital 

natives as mentioned in Boyd’s article.  They are digital immigrant medical professionals.  By 

being so, they need to be able to critically look at the social media and determine which spheres 

are appropriate for a particular information.  Position 2 fails to provide skills and knowledge for 

medical professionals to understand the social media.  Provides the set of tools for the medical 

professionals to be able to feel comfortable interacting online in a professional and personal 

settings. 

Position 5 states that Internet posting and online communication are often permanent.  

They are traceable and retrievable.  Online blogs or other forms of online information from 

medical professional, students or trainees are hard to retract from the Internet.  Also, it can affect 

ones professional career when least expected.  The online digital fingerprint is becoming truer 

over time as technology advances.  Institutions are taking advantage of researching and tracking 

online information to gain insight into people’s lives.  Position 5 encourages proactive use of 

privacy settings and limiting information to the intended audience. 

I agree with position 5.  This should be a standard for anyone that interact with the World 

Wide Web v2 or any online social media outlets.  When posting or communicating online, the 

writer or content producers should be aware of the intended audiences.  By posting without any 

regards to the intendent audience is foolish, in my opinion.  To become an effective 

communicator and present yourself well, you should understand who the target audience is.  By 

doing so, you have control of your communication channel and minimize miscommunication. 


